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(54) NETWORK SYSTEM HAVING A PLURALITY OF IMAGING DEVICES 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To resolve the trouble caused because an 
imaging device scheduled to be used cannot start print immediately, in 
the case that one of several image forming devices is used to perform 
document read and print in a printing job in a network system where the 
image forming devices and a computer are connected through a network. 
SOLUTION: If a pertinent machine (imaging device) cannot immediately 
start print, in response to a requested job at the time of instruction of 
print start, machine retrieval over the network is performed to retrieve a 
machine capable of printing in place of the machine. The retrieved 
machine performs printing in place of the machine to shorten the print 
processing time of the job. Since an image is read by a machine, waiting 
for print and is transferred to the substitutional machine for print and is 
printed, it is unnecessary for the substitutional machine to re-read a 
document image. 
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